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PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, September 2, 2015  

Senior Center Library at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Members in attendance:  Norman Harrison- Chairperson, Robert Nenna- co Chairperson, Mike Hudson, 

Nancy Baude, Margaret Cotnoir, James Diaz-Saavedra, Willie Quinones, George Potts and Nicole 

Dallas 

 

Members Absent:  

 

City Staff Members Present: Tommie Major- Director of Recreation; Brian Sear- Interim Director of 

Public Works, Marty Olsen- City Council  

 

I. Call to Order 

Norman Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. 

 

Public Participation   

 Rebequa Vazquez is requesting Bates Woods for September 20
th

 for a birthday party from 2:00-

6:00PM.  Pavilion #1 is available.  Willie Quinones, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a 

motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 David Gilbert is requesting Bates Woods for September 12th for a 10 year old birthday party.  

There will be no bounce house and no amplified music.  Pavilion #1 is available.  Margaret 

Cotnoir, seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  

Motion passed. 

 

 Zulyann Melendez is requesting Bates Woods for September 6 from 2:00-6:00PM.  Pavilion #2 

is available.  There will be no bounce house or amplified music.  George Potts, seconded by 

Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Cecilia Beauchamps is requesting Bates Woods for September 13th from 1:00-4:00PM for a 3 

year old birthday party.  Pavilion #1 is available.  There will be no bounce house or amplified 

music.  Nancy Baude, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of Bates 

Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Lisa Swanson of Curb Your Appetite food truck is requesting to sell food in the parks.  She 

would like to go to Bates Woods for about an hour at a time.  She has a vending permit, food 

handling certificate and liability insurance.  The Police Department referred her to the P & R 

Commission.  Mr. Diaz asked that she not compete with the concession stands which she agreed.  

Ms. Swanson is also willing to work with any of the Leagues and give 10% back to the League.  
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She was asked not to park on the grass.  The Commission thought it was a great idea and did not 

need to vote since she has all the right paperwork.  The ice cream truck goes into Toby May on a 

regular basis.   

 

 Lori presented a request:  Judi Cox is requesting Bates Woods for October 3rd for a birthday 

party.  Pavilion #1 is available.  She will use the on-site grills.  Bob Nenna, seconded by James 

Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Lori presented a request:  Jessica Bessette of STEPS is requesting to continue to use the Martin 

Center’s Ceramics room from October 2015 to May 2016 on Mondays at 4:00-5:30PM.  This 

group involves teenage girls working towards positive choices.  James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded 

by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of the Martin Center Ceramics Room.  

Motion passed. 

 

 Lori presented a request:  Donna Bailey of St. Joseph’s is requesting use of Caulkins Fields for 

the schools’ soccer team.  They will work with Bennie Dover’s team so there are no conflicts.  

They will give Lori a schedule and plan to use the field from 2:30-5:30PM.  George Potts, 

seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of the Martin Center Ceramics 

Room.  St. Joseph will need to submit a copy of their liability insurance.  Motion passed. 

 

II.       Parks 

 Riverside Park Conservancy:  Lori distributed a report from RPC.  Ignore the request for the 

porta potty for the Down by the Riverside Festival.  Ronna Stuller was unaware that the request 

had already been made at the last meeting.  Flyers for the Down by the Riverside were also 

distributed.  The event is September 19
th

 and everyone is welcome.  The subject of the bathroom 

was discussed.  The lock situation has not changed.  The doors lock automatically when closed.  

A work order was submitted to have it changed.  Brian Sear will look into it.  The combination to 

get into the bathroom is 514 but it is not posted anywhere.  Someone can use the code while 

another person is inside.  Jim Diaz reported that the bathroom was extremely dirty, too.  The park 

itself has been filled and heavily used throughout the summer. 

 

 Save Ocean Beach:  Margaret Cotnoir represented; They had their final firework show of the 

season in August along with a bake sale and car show.  They will begin the bathroom project and 

work in the playgrounds when the beach is closed for the season.  A clean-up day is scheduled 

for October 10
th

.  There is a big fundraiser dance and auction being held on October 17
th

.  All the 

water park equipment gets taken down for the winter.  SOB does not know if Ocean Beach 

received FEMA money.  Their hopes for next year are to get a new sound system which will aid 

in safety efforts (lost child).   

 

 NL Park Conservancy:  No representative or report; The Channel 8 news featured “Gil on the 

Green” at Williams Park on August 13
th

.  The feature was originally set to be at Union Plaza but 

Norman called and was able to have it changed.  It was a very nice day.   

 

III. Approval of Minutes 
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 Margaret Cotnoir, seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve August’s 

regular meeting minutes.  Motion passed.   

 

IV. Director’s Report  
Recreation 

 Tommie Major distributed reports from the Recreation and Youth Affairs divisions.  The next 

big event is the children’s triathlon, Proud to TRI on Sept. 12
th

 at Camp Harkness.  Tommie 

encouraged Commissioners to come out to the event to support the kids.  There is no entrance 

fee.  Tommie was hoping to meet with Tim Wheeler and Tommy Thompson about the 

maintenance of the Sports Complex today but it is rescheduled for next Tuesday at 2:30PM.  

Maintenance has to be a collaborative between Public Works and Board of Education.  There are 

issues with who has control and who gets the overtime.  There are 350 kids involved with the 

Youth Football League.  The water fountain wasn’t working and Tommie gave a water spigot 

key to the president of the YFB so he could access water.  Bathrooms are open during practice 

times.  The gate remains down so that cars are not parking inside the Complex.  There are only 5 

keys for the gate.  Some cars are parking along the gate and blocking it.  Mr. Nenna observed 

cars there during a Sting football game.  The YFB League has been doing a great job of not 

blocking the gate.  George Potts thinks there should be “No Cars beyond this Point” sign near the 

magnet school during the games.  There are a lot of kids in that area and one is bound to get hit.  

A “Do Not Block” sign is needed.  Until signs are posted, we cannot have cars towed.  Lori will 

submit a request for signage at the Complex.  Mike Hudson suggests moving the gates further 

back up near the school.  There is a key in the knox box.  Tommie will discuss this with Mr. 

Thompson and Mr. Wheeler on Tuesday.  There is also a meeting with the new Superintendent to 

tour the Sports Complex next week.   Mike Hudson, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a 

motion to install a new gate (leave the existing one where it is) at the head of the magnet school.  

It can be hinged onto the building itself.  Tommie wants to make sure it would not interfere with 

the school itself.  Motion passed.  Jim Diaz wanted to see a recent playground inspection report.  

Tommie has a meeting next week with Paul Gills to discuss playground safety.  Creative did the 

last inspection.  Sharon is scheduled to do the September inspection.  She usually produces an 8-

20 page report and Creative gave us a 1 page list.  We don’t even know if Mahan Park is usable 

or not.  The playscape at Veteran’s Field should be dismantled and used for parts.  The 

Commission thanked Public Works for the grills at Pavilion #2 in Bates Woods. 

 

Parks 

 A report from Dave Denoia was distributed.  Bob Nenna asked about the grass at Veteran’s Field 

and why it hasn’t been cut.  Nancy Baude mentioned that the walkway from the school to the 

neighbors had not been cut all summer.  It has since been mowed but not weed wacked.  Nancy 

would also like to see the pavilion building at Green Harbor get re-painted.  It needs to be 

sandblasted and re-pointed.  Nancy Baude, seconded by Bob Nenna, made a motion to have the 

building re-painted and re-pointed.  Nancy Baude, seconded by Bob Nenna, made a motion to re-

paint the building.  Mr. Sear asked if Commission thought that repainting the building was a 

priority.  Public Work’s resources are limited.  Nancy withdrew the motion.  Nancy Baude, 

seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to add sandblasting, repointing, and returning the 

building to a natural state to the list of work orders.  It is not a priority but it is on the record.  2 
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opposed (Hudson, Quinones).  Motion passed.  Two grills for Pavilion #3 at Bates Woods are on 

order.  Mr. Sear looked into electricity at Green Harbor after receiving the letter from P & R 

Commission.  It is a 2 step process.  One step is to have the power from the electrical pole 

brought down into the ceiling of the building.  This is a contract job with the electrical company 

and will cost $2,950.  Public Works can do the conduit and outlet work in-house.  They have to 

keep in mind that it is a wet environment.  NESS had previously stated that they may be able to 

help with funding and Tommie Major will look into what he can do.  Nicole Dallas suggested 

that we might be able to get volunteer help with the wiring from one of the tech schools.  Mike 

Hudson asked about the scope of the work and it was clarified that PW would oversee it.  Willie 

suggested solar panels which Mr. Sear said would increase the price but it may be something to 

look into down the road.  The new City Grant Writer is writing a grant to US Tennis Association 

to hopefully help fix the tennis courts at Toby May. 

 

V.   Old Business  

 Sports Complex:  Nancy Baude represented.  At the last Building & Maintenance meeting, it was 

discussed to send the information for any items that still need to be done to Londregan’s office.  

IStone needs to honor their contract.  $30,000 had been set aside and there may be a lengthy 

lawsuit.  There’s still issue with drainage to the left of the bleachers.  The asphalt walkway is 

tilted toward the hill and the past rain storm caused a large hole to form.  Public Works had to fill 

it with dirt.  The contract states that there needs to be “thriving grass” therefore responsibility 

belongs to the contractor.   Nancy suggests that everyone be alert to the new school renovation 

project which may affect the field.  Nancy is still looking into the maintenance schedule for the 

up-keep of the turf and its warranty.  They are still looking for a copy of the contract and owner’s 

manual.  Miguel Gautier from Central Office is helping to locate the paperwork.  Cleaning of the 

turf seems to be on target especially with the new piece of equipment.  It is unsure that the 

cleaning is being logged.  Mr. Sear will look into it and get a log book for Corey.  Mr. Sear 

stated that PW is being very conscientious and that an over aggressive approach is not good.  

Willie Quinones asked about the dirt on field #2 and found out that the company did clean it and 

Henry (PW) cleaned it again last week. 

 

 Riverside Park Project:  Margaret Cotnoir represented; There is nothing to report at this time. 

 

 Veteran’s Field Project: Bob Nenna represented; Mr. Nenna hasn’t heard anything new but 

Margaret Cotnoir mentioned that at the last Building & Maintenance meeting 2 weeks ago, Jeff 

Smith said that there is $1,000,000 to be put towards the project.  They are planning to ask the 

architect what can be done with this amount of money.  Mr. Nenna expressed his concern about 

not being notified of any discussion concerning Veteran’s Field Project.  The grass is being cut at 

Vet’s but it is not a usable field.  Marty Olsen credits PW for keeping it looking feasible.  The 

current proposal is outside of the City’s budget.  City Council was under the impression that 

$1,000,000 was going to give us our field back so $3,000,000 was quite a surprise.  The Building 

& Maintenance meeting is the 3
rd

 Friday of every month.  Next month, the architect should have 

a report of what can be done with $1,000,000 and modify the plan.  Mr. Olsen warned the 

Commission not to expect too much.   
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 Info Kiosks in the Parks:  Jim Diaz made some notes about the location of the kiosks and the 

style of kiosk he likes.  He gave the information to Lori who will give it to ODP.  If anyone else 

has suggestions, forward them to Lori. 

 

VI.   New Business. 

 Babe Ruth:  Kathy Goulart is representing NL Babe Ruth.  Babe Ruth has a few issues with 

Mercer Field.  There is a disabled car blocking the entrance from Rt. 1.  The car belongs to the 

adjacent business.  Babe Ruth is not sure how to handle the situation.  The business may actually 

be in Waterford.  Tommie will look into it.  The concession stand was broken into again.  Two 

locks have been cut, there is damage to the door, and bars were removed from the window.  A 

home fryer was stolen.  Babe Ruth has chosen to empty all the stock as to not leave anything in 

the building during the off season.  Someone has offered to donate a sign that says, “Area Under 

Surveillance” that Babe Ruth will post unless Commission disagrees with it.  A police report was 

filed.  The door still needs to be repaired.  Tommie and Brian will look into it.  There is also the 

brick over the bathroom door that is crumbling.  It has been an issue for a while.  Lori will 

submit a work order for it.   

 

VII.    Adjourn 

Bob Nenna, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori DeLucca 

Recording Secretary   Approved by the Parks & Recreation Commission on _10-7-15_ 


